PHOTOJOURNALISM:

Making your picture worth more than a thousand words

Q What makes photos great?

A: They are creative. They offer us a different look at things we may see every day. They appeal to our emotions. They make us think.

Q: How can we achieve this creativity?

A: By experimenting with the following:

· Subject: object or person you are photographing

· Vantage point: the angle you are looking at your subject

· We know what things look like “head on”. This has been done before. Try something new. Stand on a chair or lay on your stomach to get a different angle of your subject. 
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Example of greatness: Picture taken from behind the subject, looking into a mirror. 
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· Proximity: the distance from you to the subject

· Do you want to highlight the subject (close up picture) or the location/scenery (farther away from subject)? It depends on the picture and your judgement.

· Examples of greatness: 
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Framing: every photo has a foreground (towards the front) and background (towards the back), so use them together to add an interesting element to the shot. Use foreground elements to frame your photo's subject. Use tree branches, bushes, part of a building or even a person to frame your subject and give the photo a 3-D look.
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Example of greatness: 

· [image: image8.jpg]


Leading Lines: Lines in a picture should lead into, not out of, the picture, and they should lead your eye toward the main subject. A leading line can be almost anything: a road, path, sidewalk, fence, river, hedge, tree line or shadow. You will not find a strong leading line around every subject, but you should look for them if they are there and take advantage of them.
· Examples of greatness: 
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Background distractions: Be aware of what can ruin an otherwise great photo. Don’t let this happen to you:











· Rule of thirds: centering your subject in the picture is boring. Photojournalists switch it up by using the rule of thirds. Pretend there is a grid that splits your photograph into thirds both vertically and horizontally, creating nine squares like so:
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The rule of thirds means your subject is placed on one of the outside “thirds” of your photograph. Notice the dog is in the right third of the photograph. 

You can add a great deal of dramatic interest by placing your subject at any of the four points where the lines cross, like so: 

	


Rose Window at York Minster
Rule of Thirds Overlay
© Jim Miotke 2005 
All Rights Reserved 
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Little lamb
© Jim Miotke 2005 
All Rights Reserved 

	

	

	


	Photojournalism Assignment:

Assignment: 

Using a camera, secure photographs of each of the following required 15 photographs. You will eventually be entering your very best picture in our classroom BEST PHOTOGRAPH CONTEST! Remember- take more pictures than you need so you get the very best product you can. The goal is to give us interesting photographs that offer the viewer a perspective they may have never seen before. THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX! All photos are worth 2 pts. 1 pt will be awarded if a photograph is submitted that uses the photographic technique explained. 2 pts. will be awarded if the photograph follows the rules of photography and looks “print ready.”

Rules: 

1. You may work with one partner or by yourself. 

2. For each requirement, you will submit a different photograph. The same picture may not be used for more than one requirement.
3. Photographs must be taken by you or your partner.  

4. Photographs must be taken between Thursday, May 2nd  and Tuesday, May 7, 2019.
5. Photographs must be saved on the computer, under your name or your partner’s name to receive credit. You must also print out a copy of your photographs for submission. 

Required photographs:

· A photograph using a unique vantage point

· A photograph using close proximity

· A photograph using far proximity

· A photograph using framing

· A photograph using leading lines

· A photograph clear of background distractions

· A photograph using the rule of thirds

· A photograph of an administrator, counselor, hall monitor, or secretary- be creative!
· A photograph of someone in an after-school activity (sports, clubs, etc.)

· A scenery photograph

· A photograph with an inanimate (non living) object as the subject

· A photograph of two people

· A photograph of people in the school building
· A photograph of someone dressed up in LCN gear
· A photograph of something in the school that we may have passed by a million times but never noticed before.


